Tom Wen Dong Yan

October 14, 2024

It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of Mr. Tom Wen Dong
Yan i 3 #, devoted husband to Winnie X. Yan IE#[], cherished father to
Audrey Yan iz 212 and Andrew Yan fi 24 %%, and a beloved brother to Wen
Ray Yan fiz 33 and Wen Ling Yan j# 3 4. Tom was also a filial son, dear
uncle, brother-in-law, cousin, and a loyal friend to many.

Tom passed away unexpectedly from a sudden cardiac arrest at the age of 70
on October 14th, 2024, at 5:26 PM at St. Francis Hospital in Port Washington,
Long Island. He was known for his warmth and lighthearted nature. His love,
strength, and wisdom touched every aspect of our lives, leaving behind a
legacy that will forever live in our hearts.

Tom was born on April 8th, 1954, in Shanghai, China, to the late George Ren-
An Yan f#1-%, a connoisseur of Peking Opera (Jing Ju) and a distinguished
Peking Opera musician, and the late Amy Shen YaniL 5 32, a loving
homemaker known for her gourmet cuisine talent. Tom was the great-great
grandson of Yan Xin Hou i fZJ5 (aka Yan Xiao Fang 4% i), a renowned
industrialist and banker in China’s late Qing Dynasty. Tom was the great
grandson of Yan Yi Bin &4 (aka Yan Zi Jun j#& 1-13), a capitalist and
philanthropist in modern China. Tom was the grandson of Yan Zhi-Duo (aka
Yan Zhu-San /=1 =), the eldest son and an heir (prior to 1949) to the Yan
Family (aka the Yen Family).



Before Tom came to America, he worked at a research lab in Shanghai’s Rui-
Jin Hospital (¥ 4:1% B¢, named Guang-Ci Hospital |~ Z& %= ¢ before 1967). In
1986, Tom came to America to be reunited with his family in New York. Tom
was later introduced to his future wife Winnie through a mutual friend, and
they married in San Francisco, California in 1994. Tom unearthed a passion
for attending antique auctions and was always on the hunt for unique and
valuable treasures; he had a keen eye for genuine items of value. He was
respected for his knowledge in antique authentication and his advice was
highly valued. Tom was cherished within his community of antique
enthusiasts.

Tom’s expertise and passion for antique works of art were no accident. Tom
had the fortune of being exposed to many authentic and quality

Chinese works of art at a young age through his family. Tom

practiced Chinese calligraphy at the age of 8 and excelled in the calligraphy
style of “Li-Shu” 3 15. He loved and learned the art of

Seal Carving and Engraving at a young age and became very good at it. Tom
went on to develop his curiosity for art collectibles into a rich knowledge and
passion for nearly 40 years in the U.S.

Tom was the central hub for his family, close relatives, and loyal friends. He
had a generous heart and brought tremendous joy to his wife, children, his
brother and sister, nieces, nephews, elders, cousins, friends and

neighbors. His boundless hospitality was contagious to friends and family. His
sense of humor made others feel comfortable, seen, and heard around him.
Despite being constantly on the move, he was never too busy for a loved one
and would readily drop everything to offer his support for those who needed it.
He expressed his love through his incredible cooking, heartfelt advice, and
generosity. Tom’s unconditional love and dedication touched all of us in many
special ways.



Our hearts are heavy with grief as we cope with the loss of such a vibrant and
loving presence. We are comforted knowing that Tom had a loving family and
lived a happy life in America. Tom’s memory will continue to live on in our
hearts, always and forever.

Tom’s funeral service was held on Saturday, October 26th, from 10:30 AM to
12:30 PM at Long Island’s Roslyn Heights Funeral Home.

Thoughts and memories for Tom Wen Dong Yan are welcome. You may share
them on this platform’s Share a Memory section, or send them (any photos)
to: wenlingyen@outlook.com
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OCT 26. 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Roslyn Heights Funeral Home
75 Mineola Ave

Roslyn Heights, NY 11577
(516) 621-4545
roslynheightsth@gmail.com
https://RoslynHeightsFH.com
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Tribute Wall

With sadden heart, news of Tom's passing I
was recently shared with me by one of my

customers. | knew Tom from my estate sales
business, which Tom would occasionally “
frequent. Tom was a collector of fine things,

and brightened up my sales with his delightful personality.
Sometimes Tom would just come to browse, but he was always
welcomed. Tom generously assisted me (along with my
contemporaries) with translating Chinese characters on artwork and
porcelains, sometimes providing the items market value. | recall
Tom proudly speaking of his daughter attending medical school, and
| send my deepest condolences to his family and friends. Tom will
be dearly missed. God now has this good man.

Cynthia lllicete-Burns - May 04, 2025 at 09:03 AM
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Jiazhen Fang - November 21, 2024 at 08:22 AM

We will miss Tom so much. He was a friend of only 12 years but his
warmth & sincere kindness will live on forever. He came to my
estate sales & auctions regularly and always brought his big smile &
good vibes! I'll miss his New Year’s phone calls & messages
wishing me & my family good health & prosperity.

He was one in a million. Winnie, Audrey , Andrew and all of Tom’s
wonderful family are in our hearts. Much love, Patty & Neal Bloom

patty bloom - October 26, 2024 at 08:31 PM



